
SkyDemon ςyour one-stop shop

ÅL ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
know that

ÅGotchas

Please 
contribute

Objectives

ÅGet more value from SkyDemon
ÅCustomise it the way you want
ÅUnderstand what has changed
Åno major new functionality
Åincremental improvements, less clunky
Åmore intuitive, logical & automatic

ÅMore enjoyable flying
ÅMinimise workload 
ÅAvoid SkyDemon pitfalls
ÅReduce distraction in cockpit
ÅAvoid infringements

Å{ŀŦŜƭȅ ǳǎŜ ΨŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅΩ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ
ÅSome ideas for your next biennial 

instruction flight?

ÅShare your experience
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The scenario: a trip to Spa in Belgium

ÅLΩƳ ƴŜǿ ǘƻ {ƪȅ5ŜƳƻƴ
ÅHad a go with it 2 weeks ago

Å{ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǎƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ

ÅLǘΩǎ Thursday ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŘƻƴŜ

ÅOn Friday, ǿŜΩǊŜ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ VFR to Spa in Belgium to watch the Belgian F1
ÅI've never flown to Belgium before

Å5ƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ .ŜƭƎƛŀƴ ŎƘŀǊǘΣ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ .ŜƭƎƛŀƴ !Lt

ÅThere are loads of Restricted areas en route which intimidate me

ÅWe plan to return on Sunday
Å¢ƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ōǳǘΧ

ÅI hold an IRR rating as well
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ÅAircraft profile
ÅTAS, preferred altitude

ÅOptionally: fuel burn, power settings for climb, descent etc

ÅOptionally: mass & balance data

ÅPLOG layout
ÅThe PLOG has little room for recording warnings or note-taking

ÅOptimise by hiding unwanted columns

ÅHow many frequencies do you want on the PLOG?

ÅWarnings, for planning and in-flight
ÅDefine your MSA

ÅObstacles, terrain & airspace

ÅIn-flight -ΨLƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎΩ ϧ bŀǾƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ
ÅWhich instruments

ÅAircraft trajectory (white stick)

ÅNorth or Track up?

ÅGeo-referenced plates



Your
aircraft

Start by adding your 
aircraft type from 
{ƪȅ5ŜƳƻƴΩǎlibrary

Set at least one cruise power setting (for TAS), default altitude & glide range
Preferred climb & descent rates / speeds = more accurate PLOG times

Consider adding the M&B 
ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜ όƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƻƴŎŜ-only chore). 
Then you can check M&B via 
Flight Details and weight



PLOG

Be selective on radio frequencies
These lengthen the list

Optimise space / layout

xxx
xx
x

x
x

Most of these options are not 
needed for UK VFR light GA flight



The 2 important dropdown menus

Customise 
the chart 
as you 
wish



Navigation: Know your MSA

The defaults for Planning & GPS Navigation are different
It is easier to remember if they are set to be identical

Å Decide whether to turn 
warnings on while flying

ÅWhy not turn them on?
Å Remember the parameters!



/ƘƻƻǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ {5 ΨƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ǇŀƴŜƭΩ
Do this on your device, not on the PC

Ψ{Ŝǘ-ǳǇ ҔҔ bŀǾƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎΩ
>> Instruments

Coloured triangle is the 
accuracy of your altitude
(B50, G100, Y150, O250, R>250)

Useful to cross-check against 
PLOG, forecast wind etc

Tapping the box changes it 
to height agl



More on Map display
Options from Setup >> Navigation 
include

ÅGeoreferenced airfield plates (i.e. 
embedded within the Skydemon map 
as you get close to destination)

ÅShowing glide range (always, over water 
or never)

Options from the N pointer (when 
in Fly mode)
Å Choose North, Track or Course up

Options from Map layers 
include
Å Hiding higher airspace
Å Switching from VFR map to 

Airways map
Å Switching to satellite image 

(Google Maps)
Å Changing many features also 

available in Setup >> Navigation



Set-up checklist  

Planning

Ç ¢ŜǊǊŀƛƴ  a{! ǎŜǘ ǘƻ  ΧΧΧΧ Ŧǘ ΧΧΧΦ ƴƳ

Ç hōǎǘŀŎƭŜ a{! ǎŜǘ ǘƻ ΧΧΧΦΦ Ŧǘ ΧΧΧΦΦ ƴƳ

Ç Obstacle & terrain warnings on

Ç Airspace warnings on

Ç 5ŜŦŀǳƭǘ ŀƭǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǎŜǘ ΧΧΧΦ Ŧǘ

Ç !ƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ƛƴǇǳǘ ƻǊ ƭƻŀŘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƭƻǳŘ ΧΧΧΧΧ

Ç Aircraft W&B data checked

Ç Flight time details set

Ç PLOG columns selected

Ç PLOG frequency options set

Ç Personal details entered for flight plan

Ç Flight plan credits paid for

Navigation

Ç Aircraft trajectory set ςmins / miles

Ç ¢ŜǊǊŀƛƴ a{! ǎŜǘ ǘƻ ΧΧΧΦ Ŧǘ ΧΦΦΧΦΦ ƴƳ

Ç hōǎǘŀŎƭŜ a{! ǎŜǘ ǘƻ ΧΧΧΦ Ŧǘ ΧΧΦΦ ƴƳ

Ç Obstacle & terrain warnings on

Ç Airspace warnings on

Ç Instruments (GS, distance, time) as required

Ç DI displayed

Ç Map orientation ςnorth up or Track up

Ç Pseudo ILS enabled

Ç Approach plates downloaded to device

Fold to A5 for kneeboard use
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ÅEntering the route
ÅEnter Start & End; rubber-banding intermediate way-points
ÅAdjust altitude on Virtual Radar
ÅSet Flight date / time

ÅReviewing the route
ÅWay-points ςǳǎƛƴƎ Ψ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŜǊŜΩ κ !ŜǊƛŀƭ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ 
Åbh¢!aΩǎΤ wŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ ϧ 5ŀƴƎŜǊ ȊƻƴŜǎ
ÅAirspace warnings
ÅMSA / obstacle & terrain warnings
ÅColour high-terrain

ÅWeather
ÅWinds aloft
Å¢!CΩǎΣ a9¢!wΩǎΣ {LDa9¢Ωǎ
Å Flyable Conditions layer
ÅWeather at destination

ÅMass & balance

ÅBriefing pack
ÅPLOG
ÅCharts
ÅAirfield plates
Åbh¢!aΩǎ

ÅFlight plans & GAR forms

Go or no-go decision?
Still no access to Met form 215

Wind calculations empty on PLOG!

Important NOTAMs missing?

²Ƙȅ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǿŜ ŦƛƴŘΧΦΦ



Entering the route

ÅwƻǳǘŜ Χ /ǊŜŀǘŜ ƴŜǿ

ÅClick on Start & End points

ÅRubber band the line to your waypoints

ÅThe sidebar

Åbh¢!aΩǎΣ ²ŜŀǘƘŜǊ

ÅFlight Details, Airfields



Airspace warning

ÅWarning appears in side-bar Tab
Å Not on chart! Not on virtual radar!

Å Click on          to see airspace 
highlighted on chartEnsure warnings are turned on



Airspace & terrain: Virtual Radar &  Colour High Terrain

ÅRefine your route / PLOG

Å Adjust altitude as 
required

ÅWeather & wind are shown

Å¢ƘŜ ΨƳƻǳǎŜ ƘƻǾŜǊΩ 
functionality works in Map 
and Virtual radar views

Å Check airspace to avoid or 
get clearance

Å±ƛŜǿ bh¢!aΩǎ

ÅwŜŀŘ a9¢!wΩǎ Colour High Terrain ςa planning tool, 
for routes in mountainous areas



bh¢!aΩǎ

Belgium -ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ¢w!ΩǎΣ 
Restricted Zones etc

Set your flight date to see 
what is active & relevant

Hover mouse over 
pink-shaded bh¢!aΩŘ
areas to reveal details, 
ƻǊΧ
Read the NOTAM pane

bh¢!aΩǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƛǊŦƛŜƭŘǎ 
(en route / destination) 
are not shown on the 
map. They only appear 
in the side bar



Reviewing the weather
Presentation has improved

ÅOn the day of the 
flight: Flyable 
Conditions
ÅA 2-о ƘǊ ΨƴƻǿŎŀǎǘΩ 

provided by

ÅBased on ground 
& satellite data, 
ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ōƭŀŎƪ ōƻȄ

ÅIMHO, not always 
helpful & often 
pessimistic 

View an animation (-3 / +1 hr) of the wx

ÅWind at cruise level, 
METAR & TAF
ÅChart shows wx at 

plannedflight 
date/time 
ÅYou no longer need 

to set weather map 
time
ÅBlank? Flight is in 

the past or several 
days ahead



My destination ςǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜΚ

ü Right click on map
ü Select Spa
ü Select Information
ü Click on Aerial 

Photography 
(= Google Maps)

Å Great for a close-up 
of the runway!

Å Need to Zoom out 
for context & to 
ǊŜƘŜŀǊǎŜ ΨƭŜŀŘ-ƛƴΩ 
features 


